VFW Chaplain Networking

Presented by VFW National Chaplain Darren Atkins
* Purpose: Build relationships to support
veterans and families.

* Focus: Referrals, resources, coordinated care,
mutual support.



Why Networking Matters

e I[mproves referrals

e Enhances crisis
response

e Expands access to
resources

e Builds peer support

e Strengthens
community care




Key Partners

e VA & Vet Centers

e County Veteran Service
Officers

e Hospitals & Hospice

e Mental health
providers

e Clergy & nonprofits

e Law enforcement peer
programs




Building Your Network

e Take initiative

e Introduce yourself

e Build rapport

e Maintain relationships




Networking Practices

e Elevator pitch

e Follow-up
etiquette

e Confidentiality
boundaries

e Professional
communication



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sample elevator speech…“I serve as a VFW Chaplain. That means I’m there for veterans and their families—especially in the moments that aren’t always easy to talk about. Sometimes it’s prayer, sometimes it’s just listening, and sometimes it’s helping connect folks to the right support when they need it most. I work alongside our community and the VA to make sure no one feels like they’ve got to carry things alone.”


Coordination Tools

e Shared contact lists
e Group email

e Digital collaboration
tools




Group Sharing

e Share one key
contact

e Discuss one
challenge

e Offer one
networking idea




In Closing...

Continued
collaboration
strengthens our ability
to serve veterans and

their families.




Questions?
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